Is God Knowable?

There is a great barrier preventing imperfect, sinful, and finite humans
from knowing a perfect, holy, and infinite Being! Am I therefore without
hope to know my Creator because He is too powerful and transcendent?
Must I be content to only know His commands without knowing Him?
If my nature as a finite creature makes it impossible to know the Creator,
why did God reveal through the Prophets that He created mankind to
know, love and obey Him?

The obstacle is not that I am a finite creature, for the Creator breathed
life into Adam and spoke with him in the Garden of Eden. Although we
cannot comprehend God exhaustively we can know him #ruly through
his revelation. The young daughter of a heart surgeon for example, does
not know all of who her father is and what he does at work. But she can
know in truth that he is her loving father and respond to him in love and
obedience.

The Prophets since Adam emphasized that disobedience to God’s
commands creates the barrier to a relationship with Him, and is an
offense like the unfaithfulness of a wife to her husband. Man’s attempts
to surmount this barrier and remove the shame are many and varied but
all fail. But where man has failed God has prevailed! All the Prophets
testified that Almighty God Himself would send a Savior to remove our
shame and forgive our sin. Jesus the Messiah was sent by God as that
Savior to reconcile us to Himself. As the Holy Injiil says:

“For Messiah died for sins once for all, the
righteous for the unrighteous, in order that he
might bring us to God”

Detroit Venture, sponsor of Compassion for Iraq, considers the question “Can a man
know God?” an important one, and worthy of discussion and dialog between the
Christian and Muslim members of our community, so that each can listen to the answer
of the other.
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